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Issue No.38 Out of Control--Lesbian Committee to Support Women Political Prisoners Pride 1997 


It's a well kept secret, but... 





There Are Lesbian Pol itical Prisoners inthe Bay Area — 





Prisoners Fight AIDS Walkathon 


_ The thirdannual Walkathonat FCI and FPC Dublin, CA happened the 
‘weekend of May 23rd. Sponsored by Pleasanton AIDS Counseling and 


Education (PLACE), the Walkathonraises AIDSawareness atthe prison 
and allows the women prisoners tomake an active contribution tothe fight 
against AIDS in all ourcommunities. Since 1991 in addition to sponsoring 
video showing, speakers, classes and peer counseling, PLACE, aprisoner’s 
organization, hasconstructed panels forthe AIDS quiltand made holiday 
cards and toys for HIV+ children and children with AIDS at the Oakland 
Children’s Hospital. 


All money raised from the PLACE Walkathon will be donated to five 
groups: The Ambassador Hotelin S.F. provides services for HIV+ people 
andpeople with ATDS; SunburstProjectssponsorsasummercampfor HIV+ 
children; W.O.R.L.D. (Women Organized to Respond to Life-threatening 
Diseases) provides AIDS education and referrals for women with HIV/ 
AIDS andassistance for HIV+ women when they arereleased from prison; 
the HIV/AIDS in Prison Project has won compassionate release for many 
prisoners with terminal illnesses and has fought for legislation to help 
prisoners with AIDS; Walker House provides housing, spiritual help and 
othersupport services for people with AIDSin Oakland. 

This year the total miles walked was 7621 with 644 women participating. 
So far they have raised $5000. including $1219. donated by the women 
prisonersat FCI, almostall in $1.and$2.donations.Geronimo Pratt and his 
SE SS enedes ie 01/mile. Last an almost 30000 was raised. 





eiii are estill needed and mene peal 


per total miles walked or as a lump sum. Make checks 


payable to St. Augustine’s Church, designate PLACE 
AIDS Walkathon and send to Carol Ghilardi, St. Au- 
gustine AIDS Ministry, 3999 Bernal Ave. Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. 





Susie and Laura in the visiting room at Dublin FCI 


Her Offense: being Arab 


QudsiaManko 

bornin East Jerusalem 

Expelled by Israel 

“This is my country,” she says. 
“One’s country isin one’s blood.” 


My Jewish blood wails: 
Netanyahu breaksnew ground 
For old Nazicrimes. 


Laura Whitehorn (this isa Tanka 
followed bya Haiku; Iwrote them 
for an assignment in a Poetry for 
the People workshop). 








Gay Pride greetings from inside that double razor wire. Thanks, always, to Out of ControlandLAGAI for 


another year of queer love and support for all the political prisoners and POWs. 
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ized lynching. 


Personally, my year and my life have been 
brightened by the magic of falling in love with 
my partner, Eve Goldberg - though that razor 
wire separation cuts ourheartsmoreeachday. 


A final request: please intensify your work to 
support Mumia Abu Jamal. We can’t let the 
delays of the legal process fool us: the state of 
f Pennsylvaniaisstill determined to kill this dear, 
brilliant comrade. Our creative energy and dedi- 
cation are the only obstacles to the state’s legal- 


Solidarity and love to you all, Linda Evans. 


Eve and Linda visiting at Dublin 


A quick ‘yearinreview’: Bittersweet. All of us here are celebrating the freedom (finally!) of Norma Jean Croy and Geronimo Pratt, 
and avictory in the 25-year-longstruggle for New York to pay the Attica Brothers and their families for theirsuffering since the Attica 
prison rebellion in 1971. Unfortunately, Mark 
Cook, Sundiata Acoli, The Puerto Rican POWs, 
myself and numerous other political prisoners 
have been denied in our various efforts to win- 
release: we’re still fighting for our freedom. 














VICTORY PAGE 


Black Wins $4 Million Settlement 


Big Black was awarded $4 million in damages by a 
Federal Court in Buffalo five years after the trial that 
found Attica’s ex-warden, Karl Pfeil, liable for brutal 
reprisals against the inmates of Attica during the 1971 
prison uprising. The state of New York will pay the 
damages. 


Black was the first to win damages in the civil liability 
case originally filed in 1974 for $2.8 billion on behalf of 
1,281 inmates. Black and his lawyer, Liz Fink, said the 
damages were justified by what had happenedat Atticain 
the days following Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller’s deci- 
sion tosuppress the inmate uprising, which began on Sept. 
9, 1971, and ended 4 days later when state troopers and 
prison guards stormed the prison. 39 people died and 83 
inmates were injured, all by police gunfire, during the put 
down . Afterwards the inmates were ordered to strip 
naked and forced torun over broken glass past a gauntlet 
of correction officers swinging nightsticks. 


Black was marked with an “X” toidentify him as one of 
the leaders of the rebellion. He was forced to lie naked on 
his back with a football held under his chin. Ifhe allowed 
the ball to drop he would be killed or castrated. He 


remained there for 3 to 5 hours while guards struck his 


testicles with batons and burned him with cigarettes. 
Later he was put inacell and beaten until both his wrists 
were broken. 


Black is 64 and lives in Queens with his wife. He works — 
aSa paralegal investigator. 


The inmates at Attica had put forth 15 practical propos- 
als. More than a quarter of a century later, little has 


_ changed toimprove prison conditions. 


1. Apply the New York State minimum wage lawtoall 


state institutions. STOPSLAVELABOR. 

2. Allow all New York State prisoners to he politically 
active,withoutintimidation ofreprisals. 

3. Give us true religious freedom. 

4. End allcensorship ofnewspapers, magazines, letters 
and other publications coming from the publisher. 

5. Allow allinmates, at their own expense, to commu- 
nicate with anyone they please. 

6. When an inmate reaches conditional release date, 
give hima full release without parole. 

7. Cease administrative resentencing of inmates re- 
turned for parole violations. 

8. Institute realistic rehabilitation programs for all 
inmates according to their offense and personal needs. 

9. Educate all correctional officers to the needs of the 
inmates, i.e., understanding rather than punishment. 

10. Give us a healthy diet, stop feeding usso much pork, 
and give ussome fresh fruit daily. 

11. Modernize the inmate education system. 

12. Give us a doctor that will examine and treat all 
inmates that request treatment. | 

13. Have and institutional delegation comprised of one 
inmate from each company authorized to speak to the 
institution administration concerning grievances (quar- 
terly). 
14. Give us less cell time and more recreation with 
betterrecreationalequipment and facilities. 

15. Remove inside walls, making one open yard, andno 
more segregation and punishment. 


..wrongful conviction... 








Geronimo Free At Last 


Former Black Panther Geronimo Pratt was released on 
$25,000 bail Tuesday, June 10th after serving 27 years 
behind bars for a slaying he said he didn’tcommit. Su- 
perior Court Judge Everett Dickey agreed tolet Pratt go 
free on bailtwo weeks after he ordered a new trial. Pratt 
maintains he was railroaded for the killing as FBI and 
policesought to undermine the Black Panthermovement 
in California. The packed courtroom erupted in shouts of 
joy and applause from fellow activists as Dickey an- 
nounced his decision. Shouts could alsobe heard outside 
the courthouse andinside the hallways as word spread. 


Pratt was found guilty in 1972 of the murder of Caroline 
Olsen, aschoolteacher who was slain on a Santa Monica 
tennis court in 1968. Pratt was sentenced to 25 years to 


life in prison. He has been turned down for parole 16 


times. 


The conviction was overturned May 29 in light ofnew 
evidence that thechief witness against him was a police 
and FBI informant wholied under oath. 


“Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your fair 
and courageous ruling,” Prattsaidin a husky voice as he 
stood before the judge on the day ofhis release. 


Thejudge ordered prosecutors to either give Prattanew 
trial or drop the case. District Attorney Gil Garcettisaid 
he would appeal the decision, but Pratt’s lawyers, Johnny 
Cochran and Stuart Hanlon, plan to sue the state for 


ae “eae 





Geronimoreturnedto the Bay Area Thursday, where he 
pledged to continue the fight for justice and equality for 
all oppressed people. 





Ex-political prisoners at the Art Against the Death Penalty; 
from left to right front row: Barbara Curzi, Safia Bukhari, 
Pam Fadem; back row: Ed Meade, Bo Brown 
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Norma Jean Croy, released from prison in April after 
19 years, is working on cars. She's looking for custom- 
ers. If you need your car serviced call Norma (see card 
below). 










‘Shade Tree Mechanic 


Tune-ups -- Oil Changes -- Etc. 
All isus & Models ` 
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Norma 





COOKDENIED 
PAROLE — a 


Mark Cook,member of former Gerorge Jackson 
Brigade, should have been a victory on our Victory 
Page but his parole was denied last month by the 
parole boardin Washington State. Mark hasbeen 
in prison since 1976 serving a 30-year federal 
sentence. His state sentence of life plus ten years 
is torun consecutive to his federal term. 





FREE ALL 


FAlitical Frisoners 
and Frisoners of War 











; No More Garage S ales On April 13, Out of Control celebrated our 10 year anniversary with a dance party at Bahia Cabana in < F. We 


raised $620. for the future of the newsletter AND had fun. Thank you to everyone who came or sent money and 


CONTRIBUTE tothe COMMISS ARYFUND special thanks to Sandra, EVOL-E, for DJing the music and to Lisa Geduldig for her comedy performance. The 
eight women political prisoners/POWs at FCI Dublin sent us this poem: 3 








Except forthe “food” servedin the cafeteria, prisoners 
must buy everything they want or need at the Commis- 
sary, from shampoo, aspirin, Tampax, toothpaste toice 
cream and granola. The government provides nothing, 
not deodorant, shoelaces, barrettes, chapstick, dental — 
floss, cotton swabs, nothing. All the little things that we 





ODE TO OOC CPronounced “oaK")* 
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When you're broke behind bars, just about 
onthe dole, 
And you haven't a damn thing t put in your bewl, 







them. Prisoners whoare able to work, earn about adollar 
a day, yet commissary prices are comparable to what we 
pay onthe outside. 

In 1990 Out of Control (OOC) and Lesbian and Gay 
Insurrection (LAGAI) started a commissary fund for 
women political prisoners and Prisoners of War (POWs). 
In addition to exposing the existence of political prison- 
ers in the US, we feel a commitment to materially 
support women political prisoners. The primary source 


take for granted including treats must be purchased. Ss 
Prisoners also must pay for any clothing other than bee ot = But the 3-day-ald Feed Service bread that you stole) 
prison-required uniforms. CA RE packagesarenolonger sie = a When your mirror reflects a most misreble tro (/ 
allowed. Some prisoners payforphone callsandpostage fa <2 : 
stamps. Their ability to stay in touch with family and A + whndeyou'ne lonely and blue net Peeling quite whole, 
friends is limited by the amountofmoney available to i when you'd hike to be brave, to live up to your role 

ee J 






But you haven't a prayer of reaching your goal 

gf oe ‘Cause the years in thé clink have been Taking their to (/ 
JA, And you can't think of anything funny or droli 

Because “Nol” is the word from the Board of Parek... 









THEN the time's come to turn to those dykes we eyfo/ 
(They're the fay'rites in ev-e-ry pris-o-ner poll) 







of income for the fund is two events: Sparks Fly, ax AM their names are inscribed on the GOOD PEOPLE sevoll 
celebrating International Day of Solidarity with Women fount 

Political Prisoners (a cultural/educational event pro- eae ‘Cause they give from Me heart and Whey, ae 235 
duced by a collaboration of women, the Sparks Fly ioe ee : SEES 
Committee) anda garagesale (an OutofControl/LAGAI eee CThough at meet ngs, we hear, Hae vire akıt aft to lo 1) 






event). Each event grosses about $1300. 
This year we are not doing our annual garage sale. But 
. westillneed toraise $1300. WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Those who donated or purchased great treasure/trash 
items at our garage sales over the years canmakeaone- o. 
~ time donation or monthly pledge (no amount istoo © |:  ®..-% 
small) and/or phone bank with usin July. ee 
Currently there are 11 women political prisoners and 
POWs who receive money from the fund. Some arein 
federal institutions, i.e., FEI Dublin, CA, FCI Danbury, 
CT, othersin state prisons. This past year we have been 
able tosend4women $60amonth. Each woman receives 
money from us 3 times a year. All the women need | 
money for their basic survival. The 6 women political 
prisonersand POWsatFCI,Dublin,CAneedmoneyto SPRINGBREAK‘98--JERICHOMARCH Resource List for Lesbians in Prison 
call theirfamilies and friends—at Dublincollect phone (All publications are free for prisoners unless noted.) 
calls are no longer allowed. Jericho March is acall for progressive and revolutionary 
A contribution to the commissary fund willallowthese groups to organize a march on the White House during 1. Gay and Lesbian Prisoner Project. Bromfield 
women to have accesstotheircommunitiesandmake Spring Break 1998. The marchisanationalmobilizationto Street Educational Foundation, 29 Stanhope St. Bos- 
necessary purchases. A pledge of$10amonth buys,for demand recognition ofand amnesty for U.S. politicalpris- - ton, MA02116.GayCommunityNews, infoand penpals. 
example, vitamins ($3.85), Ivory soap ($2.10), mixed | oners and POWs, and to expose the hypocrisy of the U.S. | 
dried fruit ($3.15), and emory boards ($.80). government'’s criticism of human rights abusesinforeign 2. Lesbian AIDS Project. GMHC, 129 W. 20th St. 
Women political prisoners are oursisters—let’s countries while ignoring its own humanrights violations. New York, NY 10011. Newsletter and info. 
support them! | E 
Tovolunteer for phone banking please call: 415-285-4936.  - Jericho March, from the biblical story of Joshua and the 3. Network for Battered Lesbians, PO Box 6011, 
Todonate tothecommissaryfundpleasereturncouponbelow: battle of Jericho,a7daysiege andvictory wonbythemiracle Boston,MA 02114. Infoand support. | 
NDB Nt he E E E E E E E E e of “people power,” willbe heldønFriday, March 27, 1998 - ph 


(And their discipline oe bé called 2pheme col) ; 






We just love them to pieces, the truth b be tol’ _ 
S0, who else? (t's Our sisters. un 


— y M SES Ses ies ia oS ben aa 
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a WE LOVE YOU AND 
Bie 5 APPRECIATE You! 






HAPPY ANNIVERSARY | 











; Change (for lesbians 60 and older). 
Please make checks payable to Women Political 
Prisoner Commissary Fund (we willsend youmonthly 
reminders)andmailto:  . : 

Commissary Fund l 

3543 18th Street, Box 30 g 

San Francisco, CA 94110 [ 8. Lesbian Connection, PO Box 811, East Lansing, 

= MI 48826. Newsletter with lots of letters. 


I would like tomake amonthly contribution of: P at the White House. Contact før info: Safiya A. Buhkari, 4, Lesbian Health News, PO Box 12121, Columbus, 
$5 $10 $15 Gee . National Coordinator, Jericho March 98, P.O. Box - OH 43212. Newsletter with lots of current info. a 
one time donation$ semiannual$__ : 650, New York, NY 10009. Email: jericho98@usa.net. 
annual$ | i : 5. Sinister Wisdom, PO Box 3252, Berkeley, CA 
ll 94703. Journal of lesbian writing and art. 
Name: i l 
Address: [ 6. OLOC Reporter, PO Box 980422, Houston, TX 
Phone: i 71098. Newsletter of Old Lesbians Organizing for 
i 


71. Hikane: The Capable Woman, PO Box 841, 
Great Barrington, MA 01230. Journal for disabled 
lesbians and women friends. 














Peltier Needs Medical Attention 


On Monday, March 19th, Leonard Peltier was informed 
by aphysician’s assistant that an error was discovered on 
blood work which was done a couple of months ago. 
Leonard was told that he tested positive for Hepatitus B. 
Originally at the time of this blood work, Leonard was 
told that everything was okay. 


Itis imperative for all concerned with the health, safety, 


and well being of Leonard, toimmediately call for anew 
blood test. Additionally, we allneed torequesta qualified 
physician to administer, view, interpret, and disclose the 
results at once. 

Write or call: 

1- Warden Page True, USP Leavenwoth, Box 1000, 
LVN, KS 66048 (913)682-8700 

2- Kathleen Hawk, BOP, Holc Bldg, 320 Ist ST NW, 
Washington, DC, 20534, Ce (913)514- 
6867 (fax) 

3- Attorney General Janet Reno, Dept of Justice, 
10th & Constitution, Washington, DC 20530 
(202)514-4371 





Update on Lori Berenson’s Case 


A rally in support of due process and justice for Lori 
Berenson was held Sunday, May 18th, outside Nickerson 
Field in Boston where Peruvian President Alberto K. 
Fujimori was attending the graduation ofhis daughter 
Keiko Sofia from Boston University. 


Excerpts of the Press Release from Lori’s supporters 
follow: | 

“We wish to congratulate Keiko Sofia Fujimori and 
all the other graduates of Boston University and wish 
them much SUCCESS. 

However, we wish to remind Presidan E ujimoriofthe 
words of another graduate of Boston University, the 
Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, who said: ‘A 
threat to justice anywhere is a threat to justice every- 
where.’ | | 

And we also wish to remind President Fujimori of his 
own words last October: ‘A truly functioning democ- 
racy in Peru can only flourish with acts that express a 
legitimate willingness to put an end to injustice.’ 

We ask President Fujimori to demonstrate his com- 
mitment to justice by granting Lori Berenson an open 
trial in a civilian court where she has the right to defend 
herself. If he finds he is unable to do this, we ask him to 
send her home — she is innocent.” 


Inearly May Amnesty International putoutanalert over 
President Fujimori’s continued refusal to open Peruvian 
prisons to the International Red Cross, the Catholic 
Church, lawyers, and families. 


Visits to all political prisoners were suspended soon 
after the hostage crisis which commenced December 
17th. Alexpressed concern for prisoner treatmentand 
well being. As of today, prisons still remain closed —a 
full month since the ending of the hostage crisis. 


Rhodaand Mark Berenson 


Information about Lorican be found onthe Webat 
http://www.tiac.net/users/salem/lori_berenson/ 





OOC. was outraged at the Peruvian government's 
violent response to the occupation of the Japanese 
Embassy by the Tupac Amaru. We offeroursympathy to 
the family and friends of those murdered. 


\ 








Roisin (right) and Bernadette McAliskey at funeral 





Stop This Shameful Attemptto Execute 
Teenagers | 


The House hasjust passed the Juvenile Crime Control 
Act of 1997, an attempt to change the current juvenile 
justice system. Now it’s the Senate’s turn and they are 
considering S. 10 — the Violent and Repeat Juvenile 
Offender Act of 1997. 

This legislation contains a provision that lowers the 
minimum age for imposing the death penalty from 18 to 
only 16. The United States would join only four other 
countries, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Iran, that 
execute people who are under age 18. 

This bill will be voted on verysoon. Please contact your 
Senator to stop this barbariclegislation. 


WAYSTOTAKEACTION: 

YOUCAN LET Working Assets (WA)MAKEITEASY 
FOR YOU: 

Call 1-800-995-7575. Listen to the menu and instruc- 
tionssAtthepress ofa button; youcanrequest WA tosend 
a fax for you at NO EXTRA COST. Or WA canconnect 
you directly by phone to your Senator (9:00am - 5:00pm 
ESTonly). 


YOU CAN FAX OR E-MAIL: Please note, many 
Senators do not reply to email. To maximize political 
effectiveness, we encourage you to call or fax your 
Senator since their offices tally these numbers. 


YOUCAN CALL: 

Call 1-800-995-7575 and WA can connect you to your 
Senator between (9:00 am - 5:00 pm EST only). Or, you 
can call the Senate Switchboard at 202-224-3121 
(9:00am-5:00pm EST only) and ask to speak with your 
Senator. 

SENATEINFORMATION: please call 800-772-1077 
and WA willlet you know whoyour Senatoris. 


Bay Area Activist Meeting 


A time tonetwork, brainstorm, discuss, plan for 
the future. 

Open to anyone who has been or wants to be 
involvedin political prisoner support work. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 22, 6:00 PM at The Grass 
Roots House, 2022 Blake St. Berkeley, CA eae 
Dwight and Shattuck) 


Possible topics are Jericho ’98, Outreach/Educa- 
tion, Puerto Rican POW Campaign and more. Please 
come and share your experiences, your ideas, your 
questions, your solutions... 


Call Eve at 510 339 7725 for more information. 











OUT OF TIME 


BRITAINDETAINSIRISHWOMANSINCE 


NOV Se ee 
by Mary Trew 





The campaign to win freedom for Roisin [pronounced 
Roh-SHEEN] McAliskey, 25-year-old daughter of Irish 
human rights leader Bernadette Devlin McAliskey, has 
spread tocities all around the world. Roisin has been in 
the custody of British authorities since November 1996. 


At the time of her arrest, Roisin was 4-months preg- 
nant, and on May 26 gave birth toa baby girl. The child’s 
low birth weight was due to Roisin's ill treatmentin jail. 


During the first fourmonths of her incarceration, she 
was subjected to daily strip-searchés, solitary confine- 
ment, shackles, and threats ofhaving her baby taken from 
her. This treatment provoked asthma and panic-attacks, 
which she has been prone to since she witnessed her 
parents being shot by a Loyalist death squad in 1980. 

No charges have been brought against her, and no 
credible-evidence has been presented, yet she faces 
extradition to Germany for “questioning” regarding a 
mortar attack on a British army base in Germany. After © 
five days of imprisonment and interrogation, just when 
British authorities would have been forced torelease her, 
the German charges were mentioned. 


In those first five days, Roisin wasinstead interrogated 
about the night her parents were attacked, made torelive 
the experience she had as anine-year-old child, and told 
thatsuch an attack could be repeated. . 

Further underscoring the bogus nature of the case, a 
German man, Manfred Schmidt, said by Britain to have 
identified Roisin as part ofan IRA team, appeared on 
television in March, denied ever havingseen her before, 
and protested the use of hisname in her prosecutions 
Roisin’s case is clearly a frame-up, and part ofavendetta 
against her mother’s coueeous fight for justice in 
Ireland. 

On June 3, due to poor health, Roisin was granted 
restricted bail and transferred toa “secure” ore for 
women and their babies. 

Although British prosecutors unsuccessfully tried to 
return her to Holloway prison this time, Roisin is far 
from free. The fight will not be over untilsheis free to go 
home, and the worldismade aware of what has been done 
toher and herbaby. 


Human Rights Watch-Helsinki, the International League 
for Human Rights, and Amnesty International have pro- 
tested Roisin's treatment. InGermany, the Society for 
the Protection of Endangered Peoples hasalso called for 
herimmediate release. 


As part ofa world-wide effort, a Bay Area group, the 
Roisin McAliskey Justice Campaign, was established 
last March. A rally of about 400 people was held on 
March 17 in San Francisco, with guest speakers Nell 
McCafferty (Irish writer and feminist), Professor An- 


- -gela Davis, and Cosette Thompson of Amnesty Interna- 


tional. Thousands ofsignatures have been gathered ona 
petition that is being sent to the British and German 
goverments. On Saturday, June 28,a protest and informa- 
tional picket is planned when the British Navy entersSan 
Francisco Bay as part of the “Britain Meets the Bay” 
festival sponsored by the British Consulate. 


Only a massive international campaign can -win 
her freedom. If you would like to contirubte or join, 
contact the Roisin McAliskey Justice Campaign, 
2274 Twenty-Eighth Ave, San Francisco, CA 94116, 
or call their hotline at (415) 522-8725. 





